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(b) Membership 

The technical panel shall be appointed by the 
Secretary and shall be comprised of such rep-
resentatives from domestic industry, univer-
sities, professional societies, Government lab-
oratories, financial, environmental, and other 
organizations as the Secretary deems appro-
priate based on his assessment of the technical 
and other qualifications of such representatives. 
Appointments to the technical panel shall be 
made within 90 days after November 15, 1990. The 
technical panel shall have a chairman, who shall 
be elected by the members from among their 
number. 

(c) Cooperation 

The heads of the departments, agencies, and 
instrumentalities of the Executive branch of the 
Federal Government shall cooperate with the 
technical panel in carrying out the require-
ments of this section and shall furnish to the 
technical panel such information as the tech-
nical panel deems necessary to carry out this 
section. 

(d) Review 

The technical panel shall review and make 
any necessary recommendations to the Sec-
retary on the following items— 

(1) the implementation and conduct of pro-
grams under this chapter; and 

(2) the economic, technological, and environ-
mental consequences of the deployment of hy-
drogen production and use systems. 

(e) Support 

The Secretary shall provide such staff, funds 
and other support as may be necessary to enable 
the technical panel to carry out the functions 
described in this section. 

(Pub. L. 101–566, § 108, Nov. 15, 1990, 104 Stat. 2800; 
Pub. L. 104–271, title I, § 102(b), Oct. 9, 1996, 110 
Stat. 3305.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Subsec. (d)(3). Pub. L. 104–271 struck out par. (3) 
which read as follows: ‘‘comments on and recommenda-
tions for improvements in the comprehensive 5-year 
program management plan required under section 12402 
of this title.’’ 

TERMINATION OF ADVISORY PANELS 

Advisory panels established after Jan. 5, 1973, to ter-
minate not later than the expiration of the 2-year pe-
riod beginning on the date of their establishment, un-
less, in the case of a panel established by the President 
or an officer of the Federal Government, such panel is 
renewed by appropriate action prior to the expiration 
of such 2-year period, or in the case of a panel estab-
lished by Congress, its duration is otherwise provided 
for by law. See sections 3(2) and 14 of Pub. L. 92–463, 
Oct. 6, 1972, 86 Stat. 770, 776, set out in the Appendix to 
Title 5, Government Organization and Employees. 

§ 12408. Authorization of appropriations 

There is hereby authorized to be appropriated 
to carry out the purposes of this chapter (in ad-
dition to any amounts made available for such 
purposes under other Acts)— 

(1) $3,000,000 for the fiscal year 1992; 
(2) $7,000,000 for the fiscal year 1993; 
(3) $10,000,000 for the fiscal year 1994; 
(4) $14,500,000 for fiscal year 1996; 

(5) $20,000,000 for fiscal year 1997; 
(6) $25,000,000 for fiscal year 1998; 
(7) $30,000,000 for fiscal year 1999; 
(8) $35,000,000 for fiscal year 2000; and 
(9) $40,000,000 for fiscal year 2001. 

(Pub. L. 101–566, § 109, Nov. 15, 1990, 104 Stat. 2801; 
Pub. L. 104–271, title I, § 106, Oct. 9, 1996, 110 Stat. 
3306.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1996—Pub. L. 104–271 substituted ‘‘under other Acts’’ 
for ‘‘to other Acts’’ in introductory provisions and 
added pars. (4) to (9). 

CHAPTER 129—NATIONAL AND COMMUNITY 
SERVICE 

Sec. 

12501. Findings and purpose. 

SUBCHAPTER I—NATIONAL AND COMMUNITY 
SERVICE STATE GRANT PROGRAM 

Division A—General Provisions 

12511. Definitions. 
12512. Repealed. 
12513. Study of program effectiveness. 

Division B—School-Based and Community-Based 
Service-Learning Programs 

PART I—PROGRAMS FOR ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY 
SCHOOL STUDENTS 

12521. Purpose. 
12522. Definitions. 
12523. Assistance to States, territories, and Indian 

tribes. 
12524. Allotments. 
12525. Applications. 
12526. Consideration of applications. 
12527. Participation of students and teachers from 

private schools. 
12528. Federal, State, and local contributions. 
12529. Limitations on uses of funds. 
12530, 12531, 12541 to 12547, 12551. Omitted. 

PART II—HIGHER EDUCATION INNOVATIVE PROGRAMS 
FOR COMMUNITY SERVICE 

12561. Higher education innovative programs for 
community service. 

12561a. Campuses of Service. 

PART III—INNOVATIVE AND COMMUNITY-BASED SERVICE- 
LEARNING PROGRAMS AND RESEARCH 

12563. Innovative and community-based service- 
learning programs and research. 

PART IV—SERVICE-LEARNING IMPACT STUDY 

12565. Study and report. 

Division C—National Service Trust Program 

PART I—INVESTMENT IN NATIONAL SERVICE 

12571. Authority to provide assistance and approved 
national service positions. 

12572. National service programs eligible for pro-
gram assistance. 

12573. Types of national service positions eligible 
for approval for national service edu-
cational awards. 

12574. Types of program assistance. 
12575. Repealed. 
12576. Other special assistance. 

PART II—APPLICATION AND APPROVAL PROCESS 

12581. Provision of assistance and approved national 
service positions. 

12581a. Educational awards only program. 
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12582. Application for assistance and approved na-
tional service positions. 

12583. National service program assistance require-
ments. 

12584. Ineligible service categories. 
12584a. Prohibited activities and ineligible organiza-

tions. 
12585. Consideration of applications. 

PART III—NATIONAL SERVICE PARTICIPANTS 

12591. Description of participants. 
12592. Selection of national service participants. 
12593. Terms of service. 
12594. Living allowances for national service par-

ticipants. 
12595. National service educational awards. 

Division D—National Service Trust and Provision of 
Educational Awards 

12601. Establishment of the National Service Trust. 
12601a. Transfer of funds; notice to Congress. 
12602. Individuals eligible to receive an educational 

award from the Trust. 
12602a. Certifications of successful completion of 

terms of service. 
12603. Determination of the amount of the edu-

cational award. 
12604. Disbursement of educational awards. 
12605. Repealed. 
12606. Approval process for approved positions. 

Division E—National Civilian Community Corps 

12611. Purpose. 
12612. Establishment of National Civilian Commu-

nity Corps Program. 
12613. National service program. 
12614. Summer national service program. 
12615. National Civilian Community Corps. 
12616. Training. 
12617. Service projects. 
12618. Authorized benefits for Corps members. 
12619. Administrative provisions. 
12620. Status of Corps members and Corps personnel 

under Federal law. 
12621. Contract and grant authority. 
12622. Responsibilities of Department of Defense. 
12623. Advisory Board. 
12624. Evaluations. 
12625. Repealed. 
12626. Definitions. 

Division F—Administrative Provisions 

12631. Family and medical leave. 
12632. Reports. 
12633. Supplementation. 
12634. Prohibition on use of funds. 
12635. Nondiscrimination. 
12636. Notice, hearing, and grievance procedures. 
12637. Nonduplication and nondisplacement. 
12638. State Commissions on National and Commu-

nity Service. 
12639. Evaluation. 
12639a. Civic Health Assessment and volunteering re-

search and evaluation. 
12640. Engagement of participants. 
12641. Contingent extension. 
12642. Partnerships with schools. 
12643. Rights of access, examination, and copying. 
12644. Drug-free workplace requirements. 
12644a. Availability of assistance. 
12644b. Consolidated application and reporting re-

quirements. 
12645. Sustainability. 
12645a. Grant periods. 
12645b. Generation of volunteers. 
12645c. Limitation on program grant costs. 
12645d. Matching funds for severely economically dis-

tressed communities. 
12645e. Audits and reports. 

Sec. 

12645f. Restrictions on Federal Government and use 
of Federal funds. 

12645g. Criminal history checks. 

Division G—Corporation for National and Community 
Service 

12651. Corporation for National and Community 
Service. 

12651a. Board of Directors. 
12651b. Authorities and duties of the Board of Direc-

tors. 
12651c. Chief Executive Officer. 
12651d. Authorities and duties of the Chief Executive 

Officer. 
12651e. Officers. 
12651f. Employees, consultants, and other personnel. 
12651g. Administration. 
12651h. Corporation State offices. 
12651i. VISTA Advance Payments Revolving Fund. 
12651j. Assignment to State Commissions. 
12651k. Study of involvement of veterans. 

Division H—Investment for Quality and Innovation 

PART I—ADDITIONAL CORPORATION ACTIVITIES TO 
SUPPORT NATIONAL SERVICE 

12653. Additional Corporation activities to support 
national service. 

12653a. Presidential awards for service. 
12653b. ServeAmerica Fellowships. 
12653c. Silver Scholarships and Encore Fellowships. 
12653d. Repealed. 

PART II—NATIONAL SERVICE RESERVE CORPS 

12653h. National Service Reserve Corps. 

PART III—SOCIAL INNOVATION FUNDS PILOT PROGRAM 

12653k. Funds. 

PART IV—NATIONAL SERVICE PROGRAMS 
CLEARINGHOUSES; VOLUNTEER GENERATION FUND 

12653o. National service programs clearinghouses. 
12653p. Volunteer generation fund. 

PART V—NONPROFIT CAPACITY BUILDING PROGRAM 

12653s. Nonprofit capacity building. 

Division I—American Conservation and Youth Service 
Corps 

12655. General authority. 
12655a. Limitation on purchase of capital equipment. 
12655b. State application. 
12655c. Focus of programs. 
12655d. Related programs. 
12655e. Public lands or Indian lands. 
12655f. Training and education services. 
12655g. Repealed. 
12655h. Preference for certain projects. 
12655i. Age and citizenship criteria for enrollment. 
12655j. Use of volunteers. 
12655k. Repealed. 
12655l. Living allowance. 
12655m. Joint programs. 
12655n. Federal and State employee status. 

Division J—Miscellaneous 

12656. Urban Youth Corps. 

Division K—Training and Technical Assistance 

12657. Training and technical assistance. 

SUBCHAPTER II—POINTS OF LIGHT FOUNDATION 

12661 to 12664. Repealed. 

SUBCHAPTER III—PROJECTS HONORING VICTIMS 
OF TERRORIST ATTACKS 

12671. Projects. 

SUBCHAPTER IV—AUTHORIZATION OF 
APPROPRIATIONS 

12681. Authorization of appropriations. 
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12682. Actions under national service laws to be sub-
ject to availability of appropriations. 

§ 12501. Findings and purpose 

(a) Findings 

The Congress finds the following: 
(1) Throughout the United States, there are 

pressing unmet human, educational, environ-
mental, and public safety needs. 

(2) Americans desire to affirm common re-
sponsibilities and shared values, and join to-
gether in positive experiences, that transcend 
race, religion, gender, age, disability, region, 
income, and education. 

(3) The rising costs of postsecondary edu-
cation are putting higher education out of 
reach for an increasing number of citizens. 

(4) Americans of all ages can improve their 
communities and become better citizens 
through service to the United States. 

(5) Nonprofit organizations, local govern-
ments, States, and the Federal Government 
are already supporting a wide variety of na-
tional service programs that deliver needed 
services in a cost-effective manner. 

(6) Residents of low-income communities, es-
pecially youth and young adults, can be em-
powered through their service, and can help 
provide future community leadership. 

(b) Purpose 

It is the purpose of this chapter to— 
(1) meet the unmet human, educational, en-

vironmental, and public safety needs of the 
United States, without displacing existing 
workers; 

(2) renew the ethic of civic responsibility 
and the spirit of community and service 
throughout the varied and diverse commu-
nities of the United States; 

(3) expand educational opportunity by re-
warding individuals who participate in na-
tional service with an increased ability to pur-
sue higher education or job training; 

(4) encourage citizens of the United States, 
regardless of age, income, geographic location, 
or disability, to engage in full-time or part- 
time national service; 

(5) reinvent government to eliminate dupli-
cation, support locally established initiatives, 
require measurable goals for performance, and 
offer flexibility in meeting those goals; 

(6) expand and strengthen existing national 
service programs with demonstrated experi-
ence in providing structured service opportu-
nities with visible benefits to the participants 
and community; 

(7) build on the existing organizational serv-
ice infrastructure of Federal, State, and local 
programs, agencies, and communities to ex-
pand full-time and part-time service opportu-
nities for all citizens; 

(8) provide tangible benefits to the commu-
nities in which national service is performed; 

(9) expand and strengthen service-learning 
programs through year-round opportunities, 
including opportunities during the summer 
months, to improve the education of children 
and youth and to maximize the benefits of na-
tional and community service, in order to 

renew the ethic of civic responsibility and the 
spirit of community for children and youth 
throughout the United States; 

(10) assist in coordinating and strengthening 
Federal and other service opportunities, in-
cluding opportunities for participation in 
emergency and disaster preparedness, relief, 
and recovery; 

(11) increase service opportunities for the 
Nation’s retiring professionals, including such 
opportunities for those retiring from the 
science, technical, engineering, and mathe-
matics professions, to improve the education 
of the Nation’s youth and keep America com-
petitive in the global knowledge economy, and 
to further utilize the experience, knowledge, 
and skills of older individuals; 

(12) encourage the continued service of the 
alumni of the national service programs, in-
cluding service in times of national need; 

(13) encourage individuals age 55 or older to 
partake of service opportunities; 

(14) focus national service on the areas of na-
tional need such service has the capacity to 
address, such as improving education, increas-
ing energy conservation, improving the health 
status of economically disadvantaged individ-
uals, and improving economic opportunity for 
economically disadvantaged individuals; 

(15) recognize and increase the impact of so-
cial entrepreneurs and other nonprofit com-
munity organizations in addressing national 
and local challenges; 

(16) increase public and private investment 
in nonprofit community organizations that 
are effectively addressing national and local 
challenges and encourage such organizations 
to replicate and expand successful initiatives; 

(17) leverage Federal investments to increase 
State, local, business, and philanthropic re-
sources to address national and local chal-
lenges; 

(18) support institutions of higher education 
that engage students in community service ac-
tivities and provide high-quality service-learn-
ing opportunities; and 

(19) recognize the expertise veterans can 
offer to national service programs, expand the 
participation of the veterans in the national 
service programs, and assist the families of 
veterans and members of the Armed Forces on 
active duty. 

(Pub. L. 101–610, § 2, Nov. 16, 1990, 104 Stat. 3129; 
Pub. L. 103–82, § 2(a), Sept. 21, 1993, 107 Stat. 787; 
Pub. L. 111–13, title I, § 1101, Apr. 21, 2009, 123 
Stat. 1463.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This chapter, referred to in subsec. (b), was in the 
original ‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 101–610, Nov. 16, 
1990, 104 Stat. 3127, which is classified principally to 
this chapter. For complete classification of this Act to 
the Code, see Short Title note set out below and Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

2009—Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 111–13, § 1101(1), sub-
stituted ‘‘community and service throughout the var-
ied and diverse communities of’’ for ‘‘community 
throughout’’. 

Subsec. (b)(4). Pub. L. 111–13, § 1101(2), inserted ‘‘geo-
graphic location,’’ after ‘‘income,’’. 

Subsec. (b)(6). Pub. L. 111–13, § 1101(3), inserted ‘‘na-
tional’’ after ‘‘existing’’. 
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